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Wider opportunities 

Our vision for the reservoir is to 
create a place that would bring 
water, people and nature together. 
Our intention is to design a reservoir 
that local communities can be proud 
of, and that will encourage people to 
visit and enjoy its surroundings. 

Many of Anglian Water’s existing 
reservoirs, such as Rutland Water 
and Grafham Water, are great 
places to explore, a haven for 
wildlife, and provide opportunities 
to learn and get closer to nature. 
Our hope is that the new reservoir 
can deliver benefits just like these.

Through our engagement with 
regional partners and stakeholders, 
it’s clear that others also want us 
to think about how the reservoir 
could help enable separate, wider 

This project represents a significant investment in England’s water infrastructure,  
and has the potential to contribute to lasting, wider benefits for the East of England.

opportunities beyond those we hope 
to create from the reservoir itself. 

We’re exploring exactly that, 
through working together with 

others that share our ambition 
to boost environmental, social 
and economic prosperity in our 
unique region.

Anglian Water, Cambridge Water, 
the Environment Agency and Water 
Resources East are working with many 
others to protect The Fens from the 
impacts of climate change. 

The Future Fens: Adapted Integration 
project is formed to show how 
collaboration can change the way 
we think about managing water in our 
communities, enabling communities 
to take control, adapting and 
becoming climate resilient. 

The benefits could include:

•	 �Building resilience to drought 
by creating new water sources, 
including our proposed reservoirs 
in the Fens and Lincolnshire.

•	 �Building resilience to flooding, 
with a new flood risk strategy and 
line of defence that will absorb 
flood water and help prevent 
flooding and the impacts this has 
on people, agriculture, livestock 
and food production. 

•	 �Unlock wider benefits for the 
region and UK by supporting 
economic growth, new housing 
and improved transport links, 
as well as benefitting nature and 
enhancing tourism opportunities.

We’ve been exploring how the 
reservoir can play a part in delivering 
this vision, alongside the work being 
done by many other organisations. 

Working with others 

To find out more about the Future Fens: Adapted Integration project, visit: 
www.anglianwater.co.uk/your-local-area/community-projects/wisbech-regeneration/future-fens/
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We’re involved in a range of different 
studies to explore how the reservoir 
could work with the existing system in 
a way that unlocks opportunities that 
other organisations could help  
to deliver. 

The reservoirs are located within a 
wider network of internal drainage 
board waterways and rivers. 

When there is available water in rivers 
that would otherwise drain to the sea, 
we would draw that water and transfer 
it to the reservoir using new and 
existing infrastructure and waterways. 

Through our integrated water 
management study, we’re exploring 
how this movement of water could 
also help manage the risk of flooding 

and provide opportunities to share 
water with others, such as farmers. 

As our plans for the reservoir and 
its associated water infrastructure 
develop, so too will the opportunities 
for the wider system. 

This thinking is still evolving and 
no decisions have been made on 
exactly what plans could be brought 
forward, the planning permissions 
we might need, or how these wider 
opportunities could be funded. 
To realise the vision will require 
leadership and funding from many 
other organisations, as well as Anglian 
Water and Cambridge Water. 

While this isn’t part of the 
consultation or our proposals for 
the project itself, we’re continuing 
to explore how we can develop our 
plans for the reservoir in a way that 
supports these wider initiatives. 
We’ll continue our studies and 
discussions with stakeholders as 
we develop the proposals. 

Wider benefits through collaborative water management

Removing carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere by 
creating woodlands and 
restoring peatlands

Providing facilities for  
people to improve their  
physical and  
mental well-being

Potential for 
reservoirs to help 
manage the risk 
of flooding

Working with 
other sectors 
such as 
agriculture to 
maximise benefit

Creating habitats for 
our region’s wildlife

Providing socio-
economic benefits to 
the local community

Storing  
carbon

Public amenity

Flood  
management

Multi-beneficiary

Biodiversity  
net gain

Community 
benefits

CO2

Potential benefits that these separate, wider opportunities could bring include:



18 

Your knowledge is very valuable to us and we welcome any feedback you 
have on our proposals. It will help us to further understand any potential 
impacts and opportunities arising from the project.

What we’re consulting on

This is our second phase of 
consultation, and we plan to hold at 
least one more phase of consultation 
as the proposals develop. Find out 
more about the national infrastructure 
development consent process we 
are required to follow, and a timeline 
showing next steps, on page 22.

For this consultation we are 
asking for your feedback on:

•	� Our emerging design for the 
reservoir (main site). This shows 
opportunities for recreation, 
wildlife, nature and other features.

•	� Our early-stage proposals 
for wider areas of land in the 
vicinity of the reservoir we 
could need for environmental 
mitigation and enhancement, 
construction, or wider uses.

•	� Areas we’ve identified for the water 
sources infrastructure needed to 
transfer water from sources to the 
reservoir, and the water supply 
infrastructure needed to treat the 
water stored at the reservoir, and 
supply it to homes and businesses.

•	� Supporting information 
about our approach to a 
range of topics explained in 
our project fact sheets.

There are some aspects that are 
not open to consultation. That’s 
because they cannot be shaped 
by feedback for technical reasons, 
such as safety and engineering 
requirements, or because they have 
been and continue to be consulted 
on through the Water Resources 
Management Plan (WRMP) process.

This includes:

•	� The question of whether 
the project is needed. 

•	� The capacity of the reservoir. 

•	� The sources identified as 
having enough water available 
to fill the reservoir. 

•	� The locations for connecting 
the project to the existing 
supply network. 

See page 5 for details of 
Anglian Water and Cambridge 
Water’s Water Resources 
Management Plans.
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All feedback you share will be reviewed, recorded, and carefully considered as we 
develop our proposals. 

Have your say

We are committed to working with 
local people as the project develops 
and want to hear all views on our 
emerging proposals.

You can submit feedback to us in several different ways:

•	� On our website using our online form: 

www.fensreservoir.co.uk 

•	� Sending written feedback to us at our freepost address: 

Freepost Fens Reservoir

•	� Sending an email to: 

info@fensreservoir.co.uk

Submitting your comments

The phase two consultation is open from 30 May until 9 August 2024.

Please make sure you 
submit your feedback 
to us by 23:59 on  
Friday 9 August 2024.
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Supporting documents

Find out more 

We have published a series of documents for the consultation. All of these can be viewed online at 
www.fensreservoir.co.uk/documents 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

DOCUMENT NAME DETAIL

A guide to our proposals and 
phase two consultation

This booklet – An overview of our phase two consultation, with more information 
about what we’re consulting on, where to find out more about our proposals and 
how you can have your say.

Project fact sheets Supporting information about our approach to a range of topics and themes 
that we know are important. 

RESERVOIR

DOCUMENT NAME DETAIL

Phase two consultation –  
main site design brochure 

Information on the emerging design for the main reservoir site and the factors 
we considered to reach this point. This provides information about the initial 
opportunities for the features it could include, and how it is likely to operate.

Main site design report An explanation of the emerging design for the reservoir site, and how this  
was developed.

ASSOCIATED WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 

DOCUMENT NAME DETAIL

Phase two consultation – 
associated water  
infrastructure proposals 

Information about our proposals for drawing available water from the sources 
we’ve identified, transferring the water to the reservoir, treating it, and supplying 
it to customers. This explains the infrastructure we may need, and the preferred 
options we’ve identified at this stage.

Options appraisal report An overview of the options appraisal process that we have been through to 
identify the preferred options and sites for the associated water infrastructure. 
This explains the four stages (stages A to D) of our appraisal process, how the 
options that were progressed for detailed assessment compared to one another, 
and the different combinations we assessed to identify the proposals we’re 
taking forward at this stage.

Find out more  
Scan the QR code with your phone’s camera 
to access the documents online.

Reference copies of the reports will be at our events.  
Brochures can be picked up at our events or you can contact our team to request copies.
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You can also find out more about the project and meet the team at our consultation events: 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

LOCATION DATE TIME 

Bluntisham Village Hall, PE28 3LR Monday 10 June 10am-3pm

Swavesey Community Pavilion, CB24 4RN Tuesday 11 June 2pm-7pm

Coton Village Hall, CB23 7PL Wednesday 12 June 2pm-7pm

The Skoulding Suite, March, PE15 9JF Thursday 13 June 10am-3pm 

Wimblington Parish Hall, PE15 0QT Friday 14 June 2pm-7pm

Doddington Village Hall, PE15 0TG Saturday 15 June 11am-4pm

King Edward Centre, Chatteris, PE16 6NG Monday 17 June 11am-4pm

Manea Village Hall, PE15 0JN Tuesday 18 June 2pm-7pm

The Norfolk Venue, Peterborough, PE1 2NP Monday 8 July 2pm-7pm

The Bricstan Hall, Chatteris, PE16 6BE Wednesday 10 July 12pm-5pm

Denver Village Hall, Downham Market, PE38 0DY Saturday 13 July 11am-4pm

COMMUNITY WEBINARS DATE TIME

Register to attend on our website: www.fensreservoir.co.uk Monday 10 June 6pm-7pm

Register to attend on our website: www.fensreservoir.co.uk Tuesday 16 July 6pm-7pm

We’re also holding two webinars so that people can learn more and ask questions. If you’d like to attend a webinar, please 
register by visiting www.fensreservoir.co.uk where you’ll find instructions on the homepage.

In your community
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This is the second phase of consultation – your feedback 
will help us to develop our proposals further. 

Consenting process and next steps

This reservoir is recognised as being a 
strategic regional asset. The volume of 
water it can hold means it is a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
and is treated separately from local 
authority planning processes.  

The government agency responsible 
for examining NSIPs is the Planning 
Inspectorate. We will work with them as 
we prepare our application and submit 
it for acceptance. Once accepted by 
the Planning Inspectorate, a panel of 
inspectors will be appointed who will 
then examine the application before 
making a recommendation to the 
Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) as  
to whether the project should be 

granted development consent. It is  
the Secretary of State that makes the 
final decision. 

Our application for development 
consent will include the area of land 
we would require, either permanently 
or temporarily, to build the project. 
We’ll continue to refine and consult 
on our proposed project boundary 
before submitting the application. 
Ultimately, this will include the land 
needed for the reservoir and its 
associated water infrastructure, 
and wider areas of land required for 
construction, environmental mitigation 
and enhancement, and other enabling 
works needed to build the reservoir. 
Supporting information will also form 

part of our application, including our 
assessments of any impacts and plans 
for mitigating them.

Local people and stakeholders have 
an important role to play to help inform 
how the project is developed and 
designed. During this pre-application 
phase, we will be gathering your 
feedback to help shape our proposals 
before we submit the application to the 
Planning Inspectorate.

Our summer 2024 consultation is 
the second phase in a multi-phase 
consultation approach – at least one 
more consultation will follow.

You can see where you will have the chance to comment on our proposals on this timeline

Please note: this timeline is indicative only and may change as our proposals develop

Secretary of State 
Decision

2027/28

DCO application 
submitted

2026/27

2027
DCO 

examination

2022 - 2025
Pre-application consultation 

(multiple phases)

Have your say
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We’ll be able to give you more 
information about our plans 
to mitigate any effects of the 
reservoir during construction 
and operation following further 
studies that will inform our 
Preliminary Environmental 
Impact Report (PEIR). 

You can find out more about 
this process by reading our 
approach to the environment 
fact sheet: 

You can find out more about the National Infrastructure Development Consent process here:

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/the-process/

The reservoir would ultimately be 
funded through water company 
customer bills, with a regulated third 
party entity likely to finance and 
construct it and Anglian Water likely 
to operate it.

This funding model has been used 
on other projects and Ofwat, the 
water industry regulator, is keen that 
we explore similar options for the 
Fens reservoir. 

We’ll provide more detail on this as 
the project develops.

Delivering the reservoir

2029/30
Construction 

of reservoir 
starts

Reservoir in 
supply (earliest)

2036
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Get in touch
You can contact the project team by:

Email info@fensreservoir.co.uk

Freephone 0800 915 2492

Write Freepost Fens Reservoir

Website www.fensreservoir.co.uk


